Fi?E lelLiﬁED TRIBESFDF 1ND1ANS,

The country occupied by the Five Civilized Tribes is
the Pairest land of the south west, 1t ecombines the fertility
ol sokl ufhhest lands of lllin018;1ﬁ&iana and Missouri or the
Mississippi bottoms, the mild and pleasant climate of the south

and the healthfullness of Arizona and New Mexico. 1t is free

-from- the -eterility-of New Enrland, —the rugredness-of Colorazdo,

?nd Wew Mexico and from the miasma of Arkansas, Mississippi and
Léuisanﬁﬂ.

The 1ndian Territory was set apart by congress in 1834
for the occupation of certain lndian Tribes, 1t is bounded
on the South by Texas, on the Fast by Missouri and Arkansas, on
the North by Kansas and on the West by Oklahoma, contains about
40, 000 square miles or 25,094, 504 acree and has a population of
300, 000,

_After their removal from Tast of the Mississippi the
Eherakeea,Cregks,GhnctawﬁiﬂhiﬂkasawggEﬁmin@laa.and a few other
remnants of tribes were settled in the Indian Territory and
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of swlf government,
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The tribes =3l fﬂrm¢€?varnmEntx with a written consti—

tution modeled after and very similar to the State constitutiond,

under various treaties with the United States granting the rirht

They also enaeted a system of civil and penal laws and established

courts to enforce them, Under a2l 1 the treaties the United

stﬁﬁas undertook to protect these lndians and their lands from the
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fht}ﬁsion'BE the Whiteman , but ﬁhat ubequious ecreature wer ever

active and aggressive, notwithstanding the treaties, at once bhegan

to invade the domain allottéd to the lndians, occupy their land

and intermarry with their daughters,

No railroais existed in the whole territory when the
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another were made through the domain that had been granted to the
tribes by the United States under solemn treaties and by patents
under the great ;eal of the United States. Through these lands
that the lndians believed to be their absolute p?GPErty, not sub
jeet the the superior rightof eminent domain in the United States,
railroad companies werc given right-of-ways by Congress and the -
F;ourts decided that such rights were wvalid, Ey the treaties
entered into between the United States and these tribes they
were vested with the perpetual rights of self government and
the lndians did not believe that such treaties coull ever he
abrogated without their consent but the Supreme Court of the
United States decided that Congress could repeal a treaty or
a treaty could annul an act of Congress; that the one prior in
date was repealed by the latter, United States Courts were
established in the Territory and, by one Act of Conpress after
anotﬂéé}wéfe givén inereased jurisdiction unti%?iﬂﬁ& all tribal
courts and officers except the executive and council were abolish~
ed and the lndians were put under the jurisdietion of the Courts
-
of the United States, The tribal Couneils cannot enact any
law that is valid without the approval of the President and the E;J
rederal Courts are forbidden to enforece any of the tribal laws,
All the enactments, therefore, of the Indiank Lerislaturey,except
appropriation bills and the dike are null for theffant £a of a
forum in which they may he inforeced,
Ao

A Commission which was created in 1893 of which;Henry

L. Dawesyuf Massachusettsris chairman and which is commonly

called the Dawes Commission, hae been in the Indian Country

since its creation trying to negotiate treaties with the lndians
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sion told them the the United States had resclved upon a change
in the condition of affairs;with a tenacity that is the peculior
trait of the lndian they refused to believe that Congress wam
could or would abrogate their treaties ?he Commission was
aided in its efforts to some extent by the passage almost every

recurring session of Congress of some measure sounding the detbh

" knell of a local self government, just as had been foretold by the

Commission, Still the 1ndians believed that the Congress had
éxceeded its powers and that the courts would hold such lerisla-
tion void because it conflicted with their treaties,

Awaiting with assurance the result of the decisions of
the courts, they were struck with consternation that stirred the
whole population as would any great calamity, ushered in and
visited upon them by the powers of nature, when €ongress passed
the act known as the Curtis Bill abolishing their courts and
aormuline their laws,; There was = pathetic scene at the D1a
lndian court House at Ta‘hIEquah, whieirthas—een the Council Grounds
and Capit@l of the Cherokees since their emigration west,

The aged Judge was a flood blood lndianfwarmly attached to his p
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people and their iwrsdewetioms and he wept when he announced to

the gheriff, clerk, the attorneys and the people, that while he

had always believed that Congress would not and could not destroy

their government, that he had found to his sorrow that he was mis-

taken and he would adjourn because he no longer hal any power

to hold court,

With the Sword of Dmmocles hanfing over the lndians
and their governments and lands, in this Aet of Congress which

as above stated abolished their courts and slso provided foy the

allotment of the occupancy of their lands, the Indians at length
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§ { some restricti ns and limitations. The Creeks also made a

?: | treaty with the Dawes Cummisﬂ%gn along the same lines
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failed of pgtiey ok, The Cherokees, whe haé% heretofore begs/
L —
been theireluctant to make any changes and by some, regarded

as the most non-progressive of the tribes, bal—$they dre s—wbe
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same—4imre the most enlightened and eciviljized, They tugihave
now made a treaty @f with the United Etate§iaurrendejing their

‘E_trihal proper ty and government, agreeing for allotment of their
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‘lands, are becomp citizens of the United States, X ,
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These changes mtan a 5rq§t deal for the pegple bo of

the jndian and White races in the Indian Territory. Whitemen

could not heretofore hold land or enrage in business in the Cher-

okee Country; they could not vote and were not subjeet to thejuﬂﬁiué;;
ﬂ&ﬂb‘ Tribal Courts and the children could not attend the Indien schools.

H

as
oo Jediams, The school system of the whole terrvitory is now
under the supervieion of the Secretary of the lnterior and he

has organized a 8Special ﬂivisioﬁ for the lndian Territory,

The whites,who far exceed in number the Indians in all the tribes,

have had no school advantages whatever heretofore and thousands

of children have grown up in ignorance, Some nevertheless
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have been educated at home or at the miscions,or elsewhere when
their parents were able to pay tuition,

The 1lndians, heretofore, have hai;J in theory. g% least,
a model school sy%tem but its operftion has not been entirely
satisfactory, The Cherokee have publie schools all over the
Nationand at the capital are two seminaries where tﬂfi?EﬁEETOf
the nation receive a hirher education at a nominal cost, Chil-
dren in all the schools are furnished their books free of chare

: - e
gs.in some of the large cities andﬁsome i of the states gf the
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